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PREFACE. 








.. forming a Garden, for utility or pleafure, men fe- 
lect their plants with care; the nutritive, the falu- 
tary, the elegant, are fought and ftudioully ‘arranged, 
while the ufelefs, the offenfive, and the noxious are 
banifhed without {cruple, and permitted to depend on 
chance for a defpifed and precarious exiltence. Into 
a Garden formed with this attention, we endeavour to 
conduct our readers, when we prefent them with our 
periodical preface. We would place no plants beneath 
their eye, but fuch as may contribute to their health, 
or at leaft to their elegant and innocent gratification. 
The fevere impartiality of civil hiftory may require, 
that good and evil, virtue and vice, fuccefs and mif- 
carriage, fhould be equally recorded; the general con- 
neGtion of faéts demands that all fhould. be related } 

and it is frequently of no lefs ufe to difplay the evil 
that ought to be abhorred, than the good that ought 
tobe imitated. But literary hiftory effentially de- 
mands fele&tion. To tell the reader what deferves 
hisnotice isthe higheft fervice we can render. Of bad 
books, whether they are dull, or whether they are 
pernicious, the proper end is oblivion, towards which 
we ought by no means to retard their progrefs. An 
Index expurgatorius has anfwered frequently no better 
end than to excite and aid a vicious curiofity. By 
this fame rule it would be pleafing to us to conduét the 


whole of our labours, but fuch is not the cuftom, or 
a the 
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iv PREFACE 
the expefation of the public. Befides, though folly 
might be fafely left to perifh by its own inanity, lite- 
rary potlun will frequently demand an antidote; and 
there are many queftions, againft which a confcien- 
tious Critic could not fatisfy himfelf with giving a 
mere filent vote. Our monthly Criticifms will there- 
fore continue to flow, like thofe of our predeceflors, 
and our rivals, through all the wilds of literature ; but 
of our preface s, as we ourfelves firft opened the 
fprings, we fhall contirue to conduét the courfe 
through laughing meads, and between gay banks of 
violets, 

flealing and giving odours. 


Divinity. 


We cannot open this part of our account, fo pro- 
perly with the mention of any work, as of Archdeacon 
Paley’s evidences of Chriflranity*. The appearance of fo 
clear, fo able, fo conctufive abook on this moft im- 
portant fubjeét, is a great event. Holts of powerful wri- 
ters were not wanting, it is true, in defence of the chrif- 
tian faith, and they who were dilpofed to enquire could 
not ealily be at a lols, to find the proofs by which it is 
eftablifhed. But every age has its peculiar mode of 


_ Feafoning ; obje€tions and arguments thought ftrong at 


one time, at another are defpifed, while new difficul- 
ties are itarted, and new replies demanded. Mr. 
Paley aims his force againft the fceptics of the prefent 
hour, and with fuch fuccefs, that were their oracles of 
the French and Englith (chool now living, we might 
defy their utmolt fubtlety to write a refutation. He 
takes advantage of all that has been done, of late years, 
to elucidate the evidences of our faith ; and digefts 
the labours of voluminous writers into a convenient 
yet efficacious form. From the ftores of his own 
acute obfervation he brings forward fome new argu- 


ments, and prefents the whole in fuch a manner, 


* No, V. p. 487. : 
that 
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that while it fatisfies the profound, it cannot fatigue 
even the fuperficial reader. At fuch a period as the 
prefent, when, from dire example, impiety has rifen 
to more than common infolence ; and the danger left 
thofe who helitate fhould be hurried into unbelief, is 
increafed beyond example, we cannot fufficiently 
congratulate the public on the publication of this ex. 
cellent work. It is addreffed, in its ftyle, exa&ly to 
the clafs of people who are ley to be affetted by 
the objeétions of Gibbon, Hume, &c. that is, to per- 
fons moderately well educated; but if this clafs be 
kept firm to their duty, their influence, efforts, and 
example, will always {pread inftruétion to the lower 
orders. Very far below this for general utility, though 
not without its merit, to thofe who have {kill to fele& 
the valuable ore from inferior metals, is Mr. Wake. 
field’s volume with a fimilar title; not firft publifhed 
now, but enlarged and improvedf. To divines we may 
fafely recommend it, not to ordinary readers. With 
learning and ingenuity worthy of himfelf, the cele- 
brated Mr. Bryant has written on the Plagues of 
Egypit. Yet has not even he entirely efcaped the 
common fate of difcoverers in theology, that of tread. 
ing on a groundin part pre-occupied, unknown to 
himfelf, by a former writer. What Dr. Owen, how- 
ever, had but flightly, though learnedly and ably, 
{ketched, Mr. Bryant has completed in a méitae!y 
manner, and his publication will always be efteemed 
by thofe who are capable of appreciating the refearches 
of fo profound a fcholar. Mr. Travis’s much 
augmented third edition of his Letters to Gibbon,§ is 
alfo a work which addreffles itfelf only to the learn- 
ed, and indeed, to a ftill {maller clals, the contro- 
verfialifts. Of thefe undoubtedly none will think ic 
unimportant to read and weigh with attention, what 
further atgumeénts, an acute and a€tive difputant has 
been able to adduce in favour of a contefted verf: of 
{cripture. He will wait alfo with fome eagerne’s of 


+ No. I, p. 27. $ No. I. p. 33. § No. IV. p. 396. 
a2 curiofity 































































Ci PREFACE. 






curiofity to know what rejoinder fimilar acutenefs and 
energy, can bring forward onthe other fide... While 
thefe heroes, of theological literature contend, the 
troops on either part remain in mute fufpence. Hap- 
ily, the obje& of conteft is not the citadel of faith, 
ath only, a fingle oyt-work ; and we, though not en- 
tirely of neutral feelings, fhall readily proclaim vi&to- 
to eithér party, according to the real merits of the 
iffue. Still keeping in the track of learned plbli¢a- 


tions, the Corredions of various paffages, * &c. by the 


late Dr. Roberts of Eton, juftly claim the attention of 


the public. Candour, modefty, and ingenuity,‘ will 
be found in them adorning learning, as might be ex- 


peéted from the name of the author. Nor has the 
period lately pafled becn undiftinguifhed by theologi- 
cal works of a more popular nature. Among thofe 
which we have had an opportunity of noticing, Dr. 
Blair’s fourth volume of Sermons,t appears with ho- 


_nour_as the produétion of an admired teacher, and as 
_a proof that he is {till able to fupport, and to extend, 


the fame he has acquired, A volume of ‘Sérgons, f 
by Mr, Nares puts in acontrary claim. They are 
the firft {[pecimen of his publication in that ‘fpecies ‘of 
writing, and muft form the bafis of future expe€tation. 
.This at leaft is true of them, that they have 
been commended by critics unconnefted with the 
author. Mavr/b’s Tran/lation of Michaelis on the New 
Teflament, we difmiffed in our laft Preface, as having 
concludedour remarks upon it. Our opinion in ‘its 
favour was then given; but, having extended our 
obfervations, further than ‘we at that time defigned, 
we muft now mention that two. articles upon it will 
be found in this volume: § A new, edition of Mr, 
Gilpin’s valuable Expofition of the New Teftameni, \j 
drew our attention to it, not fo much by any ¢on- 
fiderable additions it contained, as by the intrinfic 
merit of the book. An excellent fermon fubjoined 


* No. VI. p. 648. + No. V. p. 534. t No. VI. p. 611. 
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was its only plea of novelty, to attraét our noti 
We again recomimend it to public efteem... Am 
{maller works in divinity, wo anfwers to Paine’s- 
book of impiety, appeared to us to have peculiar 
merit. The one as an anfwer adapted to the tafte and 
ufe of perfons well educated, and the other as formed 
with fingular fkill, to actas an antidote wherever the 
poifon fhould happen to have fpread among the com- 
mon people. The former of thefe was entitled, The 
Age of Infidelity,* the latter, a Country Carpenter's Con~ 
feffion of faith. ¥ Among produétions of the nature of. 
fermons, the Bi/hop of Lincoln’s Charge, tT‘ ftands ho- 
nourably forward; nor can we forbear, though with- 
out any intention to flight many that we omit; to 
mention Dr. Valpy’s Ajize Sermons, § Mr. Hurdis’s 
Affize Sermon on Equality, || and that of Mr. Owen; on 
Subordination I, Of the high and peculiar excellence 
of thofe by Dr. Valpy, we have already {poken ftrong- 
ly, and we could not {peak too ftrongly. . The others 
are alfo above the ordinary clafs. On the whole'we 
may certainly congratulate our readers,on obtaining 
intelligence of nofmall acceflion of valuable divinity, 
in this volume of our periodical labours. A Publie, 
happily as yet attentive to good produétions. of this 
nature, will not defpife or negleé the information. 





METAPHYSICS. 


To thofe who ftudy Locke, the chief of Englifh 
Metaphyficians, we recommend to take with them the 
Annotations of the late Dr. Morell, upon his famous Effay 
on Human Underftanding.** They willat leaft lead the 
ftudent to think with a more extenfive range than 
otherwife he might allow himfelf ; and nottoplacea 
reliance too implicit on a name which at this day 
might have fufficient authority. to overawe , him. 


* No. V. p. sgt. + Ibid. + No. VI. p. 655. § No. Ill. 
p- 307. |] No. vi. p- 676. No, V1. p, 677. #? No. I, p. A 
2 0 
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Vill PREFACE. 


Breve fuch queftions on every fide is the way te 
exercife the mind with full advantage. 


History. 


A confpicuous part in our account of the laft fix 
months is occupied by Hiftory, and hiftorical difqui- 
fiions. Among the produ€@tions of this nature, for 
the importance of its topic, none certainly can con- 
tend with the Hiflory of the American War *; and the 


hiftorian, Mr. Stedman, appears to have executed the | 


tafk with diligence and ability. A well written and well 
digefted hiftory of that period, drawn up with as much 
impartiality as the recentnefs of the tranfations would 
allow was furely much to be defired ; and Mr. Sted- 
man’s feems to an{wer that defcription. Next to this, 
in point of dignity, wemay place Mr. Andrews’s Hif- 
tory of Great Britain t, a work rather of chronology 
and anecdote than ftri€ily a hiftory, but replete with 
utility and entertainment. They whofe curiofity is 
on the fearch refpetting our late war in India, and 
extends itfelf allo to the knowledge of places and 
cuftoms in that country, will be much gratified with 
a book by Lieut. Edward Moor, entitled A Narrative 
of the Operations of Capt. Litile’s Detachment, and the 
Mahraita Army under Purferam Bhow ft. It is written 
with fpirit and intelligence, and conveys much novel 
information, The Hifiory of the Ragn of George III. by 
an anonymous writer, may be mentioned among works 
of merit. Only the third volume of it fell under our 
notice §, and to that we gave a charaéler, mixed in- 
deed, but wherein the good predominated. We 
fhould be glad to fay no worfe of any books, or men. 
French Hiftory, of the prefent period, will make a 
formidable and diigufting volume whenever it fhall 
be completed: among the materials for it, M. Pel- 
gier’s late Pidiureof Laris ||, will fupply fome of the 


® No. VI. p. 581. + No. IV. p. 417. V. te ~ No, I]. 
p- 221. IV.p.381. § Ne. U. p. 179. |} Ne. 1V. p. 436. 
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mofi horrible ingredients, but fuch, however; as : 
not be omitted. The period immediately precedingh. 
the prefent convulfions is not wnfkilfully iluftrated in 
an anonymous book, entitled Domeflic Anecdotes of the 
French Nation *, from which we felected fome curious 
and entertaining materials. Corrupt as the manners 
of that nation were before the Revolution, there 
feems to bethis firiking difference between that time 
and the prefent, that then its depravity might be ex- 
aggerated, asin the book here mentioned ; now alas! it 
cannot. In elucidating obfcure points of Ancient Hil. 
tory, two very learned authors have lately laboured 
with great ability. Dr. Vincent, in a fhort differta- 
tion on the Manlian Legion}; and Mr. 7. Whitaker, 
in two octavo volumes, on the Courfe of Hannibal over 
ihe Alpst. The former is a queftion in which only 
thofe will feel interefted, who have gone into the 
minute of that curious fubje@ the ancient Taétics, 
and therefore is with propriety written in Latin: the 
lauer is a point of univerfal curiofity, including one 
queftion which has been as much canvaffed as any in 
antiquity, the ufe of vinegar by Hannibal to mollify 
oriplita rock. They who read Mr. Whitaker’s two 
volumes will alfo find many topics of confiderable im- 
port introduced collaterally, and very fkilfully elu- 
cidated, The main queftion will require examination 
on the fpot. With the mention of this able work we 
wult conclude this part of our narrative, 





BIOGRAPHY. 


The publication of the fifth volume of the Biogra- 
graphia Britannica, by Dr, Kippis §, called upon us 
to give our fentiments of that important work. We 
commended it, and fhall continue fo to do, unlefs in 
any fubfequent volumes we fhould fee realized the 
faults which the fufpicion, we truft, rather than’ the 


* No, Ill, p. 239. + No.1. p. 144,  ¢ No. VL. p. 661. 
y No, ll, p> 162. Lil. P: 268, 
knowledge, 
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Povledes, , of fome of our correfpondents, has imputed 
oit. The tafk of writing the new matter for it, and 
correéting the old, is arduous and laborious, and we 
know ourfelves how neceflary commendation is to 
fupport the {pirits under long exertions. We wifh 
of courfe, in common with the public, that it could 
proceed more rapidly ; but rapidity and accuracy are 
feldom compatible. In our preceding volume * we 
began our account of Mr. Chalmers's Life of Ruddiman, 
and we concluded it in the prefent ¢ with ftrong and 
juft commendations. It is a work, containing not 
only excellent materials for that which we have juft 


mentioned, but many other notices well deferving 
attention. 


ANTIQUITIES. 
The ufeful affiduity of Mr. Maurice permits no vo~ 


fume of our work to be concluded without the neceffi- 
y of commending fome of his. Since our laft Pre- 
C 


e the fourth and fifth volumes of his Indian Antie- » 


quittes have appeared, fo amply ftored with learned 
and very importantenquiry, that though we have de- 
dicated two articles to them ¢, we have not been able 
to conclude our account. He traces the remains of 
primitive truth, as difcoverable under the Oriental 
fictions, with a degree of acutenefs which is equalled 
only by his diligence. Nor do his conclufions feem, 
in general, to want folidity. Under what clafs to 
place Mr. Dallaway's Enquiries into the Origin and 
Progrefs of Heraldry in England §, we have a little he- 
fitated, but it is of {mall importance. Without mak- 
inga feparate head for Heraldry, we fhall here tell 
the Antiquary that in this fplendid work he will meet 
with much agreeable information, and much cu- 
rious refearch; and if the Antiquary know it, the 
Hiftorian and the Herald, who are of the fame fami- 
ly, will not long want the intelligence. 


* Vol. Ill. p. 611. +No.1, p. 61. $ No. IV. p. 363. VI. 
629. § No. lil. p. 231. 


GEOGRAPHY, 
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PREFACE. 


GEOGRAPHY. 


As one of the eyes of Hiftory, Geography claims 
place inthis part of the arrangement, and “/r, Gold- 


fon’s * Obfervations on the Paffage between the Atlantic and 


Pacific Oceans (ufually called the North-weft' Paffage), 
may tend, not only to improve the fight of that 
eye, butto render an effential fervice to naviga+ 
tion and to commerce... We with undoubtedly that 
no effort {hould be relaxed which tends to fuch great 
objeéts, and fhall wait with fome impatience for the 
refult of fuch attempts as may yet be made in thofe 
feas. 


TOPOGRAPHY. 


By a procefs rather fingular in publication, we have 
had occafion to notice the fecond volume of Mr. 
Polwhele’s Hiftory of Devonfhire t, before the firft has 
appeared, without being clearly informed of the rea- 
fon for this unufual deviation. The work, how- 
ever, has merit, and, from the detached nature of its 
parts, little inconvenience can arife to the purchafer 
from this circumftance. We have nothing elfe to 
remark in this branch of writing, except Mr. Wynd- 
ham’s elegant Pidure of the Jt of Wight J, an account 
of an interelting {pot, delivered with fuch tafte and 
vivacity as cannot fail to be pleafing to all readers. 


TRAVELS, 


Nor have we, in the kitidred clafs of Travels, much 
to recite. Dr. Cogan’s Account of the Rhine§, and 
the places he vifited in its neighbourhood, is the only 
book of foreign Travel that has fallen under our :no- 
tice inthis half year: while Mr. Lettice’s Letters in 
a Tour throughvarious Parts of Scotland ||, have been 


* No. Ill, p. 263. 4 No. VI. p. 623. 4 No. ILL. p. : 
§ NolV. pe g9r. W NOLV, pho 
added 
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added to therecitals of travellers in our own ifland.— 


. Both have merits which may recommenda them to the 


curiofity of readers of various kinds. 
PoLiT ics, 


We have no great work on this momentous fub- 
je& to record at prefent, and though pamphlets come 
forth continually, 


as thick and numberlefs, 
As the gay motes that people the fun beams, 


there are few that can demand mention in an enume- 
sation of this nature. A book by Mr. Greville on 
the political arrangement of our Indian territories, 
entitled Briti/h India Analyfed*, is the moft confidera- 
ble production of this kind that we have had occa- 
fion.to notice. .It contains much ufeful matter. Of 
fmaller publications of a political kind, we may fatisfy 
ourfelves with bringing forward, an anonymous Letter 
on the meeting of Parhament t in 1794 he two Le- 
ters of Mr. Miles to the Duke of Graft ot and Lord 
Stanhope, the tratt of M. Mallet du Pan, entitled 
Exrope in Danger ||, the Count de Montgaillard’s State 
of France f, and the traét of Mr. Peacock, on the 
Structure of the Houfe f Commons **, which contains a 
fenfible difcuffion of the plans hitherto propofed for 
the purpole of Parliamentary Reform. Tothefe we 
may add that fingularly able pamphlet, imported from 
America, which in addreffing Dr. Prieflley on the fub- 
jyeat of his emigration tt to that country, fights, with no 
fmall fkill and fuccefs, the caufe of our Government 
againft that doughty antagonift. 


PortTry. 


The Britifh Mufes have not wanted our tribute of 
admiration, within the laft fix months. Nor is it 


* No. V.p. 523. + No.I.p.21. No. II. p. 187. § No. TIL 
p- 277- No. Ul, pe sgoe @. ibid. ** No. V. pi 537. 
+t No. V. p. 408. 
without 
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without a peculiar fatisfaction that we report the 
moft diftinguifhed proofs of their favour to have been 
manifefted by a perfon whofe fituation moft demands 
it, the Profeffor of Poetry at Oxford. The Tears of 
Affe@ion TT which this writer (Mr. Hurdis) has pour- 
ed out, On the death of a beloved fifter, muft draw 
tears of fympathy from every eye, and will affect but 
too powerfully thofe who are wounded by any fimilar 
misfortune. We grieve for the caufe, but applaud the 
poetry ; and are pleafed to fee the harmony and felicity of 
Cowper rivalled by a friend of Cowper. The very 
uncommon talent of writing blank verfe with eafe, 
energy, and eficét, is certainly poffefTed in an extraor- 
dinary degree by both thefe authors. The fecond 
volume of Mr. ferningham’s Poems* puts in a claim 
for praife lefs fplendid, but yet confiderable : and the 
Cambrian Bard, Mr. Wiiliams, had he not been too ea- 
ger to facrifice to the grim idol Democracy, might 
have circulated his Poems + through England with 
general approbation. _ Maria Logan’s Poems alfo have 
merit{. Nor has the dramatic Mufe been filent, 
The Siege of Meaux by the Poet Laureat§, Fontainville 
Foreft by Mr. Boaden ||, and the Count de ¥illeroi9; an 
unacted tragedy by an anonymous Author, all evince 
poetical abilities, and will be always acceptable in the 
clofet. Among fmaller Poems, we have not feen any 
fo complete, as she Golden Age 4, written in the form of 
an Epittle from one learned Doctor toanother. It is 
only too fhort ; the fame degree of fpirit and elegance 
would have pleafed throughout a much longer compo- 
fition. The Purfuits of Literature**, very erroneoufl 
a{cribed by common fame to the author of the Savied: 
are very inferior. There are but very few good lines 
in the Poem; the chief fpirit of the publication js 
contained in the notes, nor are its attacks, either in 
verfe or profe, in every inftance juftifiable. It feem~ 
ed, however, on the whole, to deferve mention here, 


I} No. V.p.541. *No.II,p.169. +No.IV. p. 424, No.1. 
P-44- §No.I. p.69. {| No. Il. p. 186, » & No. V. p. 469. 
+ No. Il, p.185. ** No. ILI. p. 301, 
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PREFACE. 


ENGuIsu Pogrrs REPUBLISHED. 


A: complete edition of the Poets of Great Britain, 
with lives by. Dr. Anderfon, was noticed, as com- 
menced, in our Review for July *. Itis ina cheap 
and convenient form, and had then extended as far as 
four volumes. We believe it has now reached at 
leaft double that number. It has no recommenda-~ 
tions of beauty to carry it off, but will fell undoubt- 
edly among thofe who value books for their contents 
rather than their appearance, or who cannot afpire to 
the luxury of fplendid forms. We have had occafion 
alfo to {pe sak of the firft volume of Mr. Wakejield’s 
edition of Popet, a publication of fome merit and 
fome defects. If, as we have heard, an agreement has 
fince been made between Dr. Warton and this editor, 
to finifh the edition jointly, the remainder may be 
expected to appear w'th great increafe of excellence, 


TRANSLATED CLASsIcs, 


In this department we have nothing at prefent to 
bring forward except the tranflation of Polyenus by 
Mr. Shepherd: { a book acceptable at leaft to thofe 
who collect the ancient claflicsin their Englifh form, 
as it fupphies a deficiency in their number. Polyznus 
will always be pleafing as a relator of anecdotes, but 
fhould properly be accompanied by Frontinus. 


NOVELS, 
To female writers alone are we at prefent indebted 


for the Novels that feem moft deferving of recom- 


mendation. Inthe Myfteries of Udolpho$, Mrs. Rad- 


‘cliffe has once more dilplayed thofe talents for the 


contrivance of alarming fituations, and the defcription 


* No. I. p. 41. + No. VI. p. 589. t No. V. p. 512. 
No. I. p. 110. 
of 
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of beautiful or fublime fcenes, which obtained fo 
much popularity to her Romance of the Foreft. It 
cannot be denied that, confcious of thefe powers, fhe 
has exerted them, particularly the latter, rather too 
frequently ; yet this novel is a performance of merit, 
and will be read with pleafure. From thatinexhaufti- 
ble fource of pathetic and extraordinary narratives, 
for this and future ‘ages, ‘the! adventures of perfons 


-expelled from France in the prefent ‘ftate of con- 


vulfion, Mrs. Smith has drawn her novel entitled the 
Banifhed Man*. The circumftances of it appear to 
have been formed chiefly from: imagination, but we 
fear that the truth, when it fhall come to light, will too 
often exceed in mifery and horror all that the moft 
fertile imagination can fuggelt. Mé/s Gunning, from 
one Original plan'in her own mind, has branched out 
two very pleafing novels. The Packet +, and Lord 
Fitzhenryt. Her ftyle of narration is altogether her 
own, and it has grace as well as originality. We fhall 
r prefent expatiate no further on productions of this 
clafs, 


NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 


We can have no doubt in recommending, tothe 
admirers and cultivators of this branch of {cience, Mr. 
Six’s account of his own improvements on Thermo- 
meters§. To be enabled to afcertain what point that 
inftrument has reached during the abfence of the ob- 
ferver, is to have an advantage hitherto wanting, of 
various ufe, and not very eafy to be contrived. The 
perfeétion of his inftrument ishighly effential tothe 
progrefs of the Philofopher. Mr. Bent’s Metcorolo- 
gical ‘FournalJ, containing alfo medical obfervations, 
isa work on avery ufeful plan, and one which we 
hope to fee continued with accuracy and judgement. 


* No. VI. p. 621. + No. V. P+ 544+ t No. VI. p. 673: 
§ No. V. p.546. Ne V.p. 547. £% 
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NATURAL HIsrTory. 


In this clafs the moft confiderable work, in point of 
extent, that has lately appeared is Wr. Sulivan’s View 
of Nature *, to which, therefore, we gave a minute 
and long continued attention. We fhould have been 
glad to find it exempt from various faults, which 
feem rather to have arifen from the author’s negle& to 
fix his own principles, than from any flrong attach- 
ment to fuch as are reprehenfible. Itis a work, how- 
ever, in which a large quantity of very various infor- 
mation is collected, and may be confulted with advan- 
tage by thofe whofe opinions on fome topics are more 
fteady than thofe of the ingenious compiler. The new 
and curious fubject of Animal Eleéricity having been 
taken up by Dr. Monro of Edinburgh f, we fhould not 

act juftly towards our readers were we not to point 
out to them the labours of fo celebrated a Profeffor. 
That any theory fhould yet be fully proved or efta- 
blifhed cannot be expec ted; it is from colle&ing and 
comparing the opinions and experiments of the molt 
ingenious men that fuch a refult muft be expected. 
Dr. Rufel’s Natural Hiftory of Aleppo, we began to 

notice in our fifth number of this volume ¢, but being 
obliged to fulpend our account, we fhall {peak more 
fully of its merits in our next Preface. They are, 
however, of a nature not to require much recommen- 
dation. They can and will {peak for themfelves. 


Borany. 


One of the moft fplendid publications in this 
fcience that the world has feen, and no lefs remark- 
able for its accuracy, is Dr. Smith’s Icones Pidie 
Plantarum Rariorum\. We fhall attend its progrets 
with fatisfattion, and fhall not fail to continue our 
account when fufficient matter fhall have appeared ta 
give importance to our report. 


* No. IV. p. 341. V. p. 473+ VI. p. 638 + No. 1p. 23. 
tp. 461. § No. HI. p. 254. 


5 MEDICINE. 
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MeEpicInt. 


inthe medical line, the works which have fallen . 
lately under our infpeétion have been fmall, but fome 
of them important. The Differtation of Dr. G. Fordyce 
on Fever *, as proceeding from a man whofe extent of 
knowledge, and acutenels of obfervation, are univer- 
fally acknowledged, muft command attention. He 
proceeds like a true philofopher, ftudious to eftablifh 


ia fufficient number of faéts before he attempts to efta~ 


blifh, or even to form a fyftem. The prefent pub- 
lication may be confidered as a report of the ftate of 
his enquiries, up to the time of compofing it; fcientific 
curiofity is therefore excited aswell as gratified by its 
appearance, and will look forward with no indolent 
expe@ation to the completion of the enquiry. Inthe 
obftetric branch of Phyfic, nothing trivial can pro- 
ceed from the pen of a man fo experienced as Dr. 
Bland, and his Obfervations on Human and Comparative 
Partaritiont evince a judgement capable of turning that 
experience to the beft account. Though in great 
meafure a controverfial work, it isreplete with know- 
ledge, which, independently of the points in difpute, is 
of very material importance. The more general 
account of the Hiftory of this branch of Medicine, 
which the author in fome degree promifes, will cer- 
tainly be acceptable to the profeflion, and ufeful to 
the public. We have nothing elfe of great value to 
secord at prefent. An account of a new fpecies of 
Cinchona, called Yellow Bark by Dr. Relpht, is in- 
deed a tract of medical utility ; and in giving a ftate- 
ment of effeéts produced by the Rhus Toxicodendron, 
or Poifon Oak §, in cafes of Paralyfis, Dr. Alderfonof Hull 
has opened the way to an enquiry which may perhaps 
be purfued with fuccefs. Time, and a great variety of 


* No. VI. p. 615. ¢ No. V.p.531. +t No.IIl. p. 296. 
§ No. IV. p. 427. 
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experiments are abfolutely neceffary to eftablifh the 
character of any new.drug. The medical tranfa€tions 
of Philadelphia we fhall notice under Tranfactions. 


Aris. 


Hogarth, the moft original of Britifh artifts, has 
become an obje& of attention.in., proportion to the 
fingularity of his genius, and every touch of his pen- 
cil.or. graver is fought with avidity by connoifleurs 
and collectors, To indulge this tafte to the utmoft 
Mr. Samuel Ireland has formeda volume containing 
copies of. fuch among his productions as are molt 
elteemed for their arity. It is,entitled Graplic Llluf- 
trations of Hogarth *, and contains, among fome things 
that are good, many that are curious. It affuredly 
will not want purchalers. Ina very different branch 
of art, Mr. Taylor’s work, entitled Rudiments of Ancient 
Architefure t, claims the attention of thofe who with 
to apply themfelves to that ftudy, as a clear and fimple 
elementary, traét. It has the advantage of engravings 
which, in fuch matters teach more than words, and 
are indeed indifpenfable. After this fhort. vifit to the 
Arts we proceed to more general topics. 


TRANSACTIONS OF LEARNED SOCIETIES. 


The firft.part of the Tranfaétions of the Royal So- 
ciety of London for the year 1798, we mentioned 
fome time agot. Our account of the /econd part, ap- 
pears in this. volume$. It is not eafy to charaéterize 
comprehenfively produ€tions fo various in their con- 
tents, but. the Philofophical Tranfaétions of this 
learned body mutt always deferve public attention. 
The articles in this part are not numerous, but fome 
of them are interefting and important. An imported 


* No. IL p.srgo. + No. Vi.p. 546, 


t Vol. II.p. 86. & 186° 
§ No. ILI. p. 246, able tiek scarey 
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work belonging to this clafs, though confined to the 
{cience of Medicine, was reviewed in our fecond 
number; namely, the Tranfaéfions of the College of 
Phyficians at Philadelphia*. It is the firft volume 
which that Society has iffued, and rather gives a hope 
of what may be expeéted hereafter, than produces any 
thing very important to Medicine. There are, how- 
ever, in it obfervations as well as faéts that may be ufe- 
ful and valuable. 


GENERAL LITERATURE. 


To this clafs we fhall refer a curious and entertains 
ing work by Mr. Kinderfley, entitled Specimens of 
Hindoo Literaturet. It confifts of various materials, 
extraéted from Hindoo originals, which are illuftrated 
by notes and general remarks on Mythology, Lite- 
rature, and Manners of that people. As an enquiry 
into the formation of an ancient language, Dr. Vin- 
cent’s tract on the Origination of the Greek Verb f, pre- 
fents to the learned world the matter for much curious 
fpeculation. If, in purfuing his enquiry, the learned 
author fhould find, as we underftand to be the cafe, his 
fyitem further eftablifhed as he proceeds, we may con- 
lider his enquiries as forming a very ftriking era inthe 
hiftory of Greek Literature, and giving an excellent 
example for the inveftigation of other languages. Ag 
Ladies fhine at prefent in various walks of Literature, 
fo it has been referved for a Lady to produce the beft, 
if not the firft, imitation of the Abbe Girard’s cele- 
brated work on Synonymous Words. Mrs. Piozzi’s 
Britifo Synonymy §, befides being, what fhe profeffedly 
aimed to render it, an entertaining book, contains 
many diftinctions acutely and juftly drawn, and many 
ufeful hints, particularly for thofe to whom it is ad- 


_ * No, II. p. roi. + No. IV. p, 413. tNo. V. p. 519. 
* No. V, p. 508, 
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XX PREFACE. 
dreffed, the foreigners who ftudy Englith. Ufage is, 


in general, a fufhicient guide for natives, who pay a due 
attention to propriety of fpeaking; but a foreigner, 
without affiftance, will of courfe be led aftray by fup- 

ofing the fame words fynonymous which are fo in 
his native language. But the fynonyms of one lan- 
guage feldom coincide exactly with thofe in another, 
for which reafon a preceding work of this nature, 
chiefly formed from Girard, was of neceffity full of 
errors. Mrs. Piozzi has avoided this fnare, has dif- 
tinguifhed for herfelf, and generally with propriety. 
Mr. Milne’s Well-bred Scholart, to which he has fince 
given the better founding title of Academical Recrea- 
tions, contains fome judicious Effays on various topics 
of Education; and may be recommended as an uleful 
book to aflift the progrefs of inftruction. But that 
progre{s muft have been already made, before a ftudent 
can properly appreciate Dr. Arkin’s Letters to his Sont, 
on various topics, relative to Literature and the con- 
duct of Life. ‘Thename of the author is a guarantee 
for much judicious and able remark, and the work, 
though not, in our opinion, unexceptionable, is far from 
being unworthy of that author’sname. A _ very fhort 
tract by Mr. Me/moth, in controverfy with Mr. Bryant§ 
ona point of Roman Law, derives importance, not 
only from the perfons concerned in the difpute, but 
from the clear and dilpaflionate manner in which the 
point isargued. With this pleafing piéture of a vee 
tcran author, defending himielf againft another ftill 
more eminent veteran, with temper, and with all poffi- 
ble refpect to the abilities and well-earned fame of his 
antagonift, we ihall clofe our prefent Hiftory of the 
late acceffions to Britifh Literature. By fuch exam- 
ples the cuftom may gradually be eftablifhed among 
writers, of difcufling rather than difputing ; or of dil- 
puting without acrimony. In which cafe, if they 
fhould lofe any fame they might have acquired for 
acutenefs and farcaftic wit, they will acquire the bet- 
ter fame of moral and well-tempered men, 


tNo, Il. p. 128. ; No. I. p. i128  § No. II. p. 312. 
3 We 
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We fhall now difmifs our readers to the volume it- 
felf, which they will find pervaded by the fame fpirit 
which dictated our propofals, and has animated our la- 
bours from the firft: a {trong and fteady zeal for the 
principles we have avowed, yet tempered with fuch 
candour as enables us to weigh impartially the literary 
merit of every work, however adverfe may be the opi- 
nions it conveys. Our tafk is to judge of books, not 
of men, any Sadhes than they manifeft their difpofi- 
tions in their books: and we abhor the bigotry which 
takes fire at an obnoxious name, no lefs than we de- 
{pife the weaknefs that hefitates to defend what it holds 
facred. Weare partly led to offer thefe remarks by hav- 
ing reafon to biieve, what indeed we expected (fince it 
is ever the fate of thofe who avoid the violence of par- 
ties) that our temperatenefs has offended a few warm 
{pirits, who are, perhaps, too fiercely inthe right, at the 
very time when our firmnefs to the fame principles 
difpleafed fome individuals of oppofite fentiments. 
We can, however, unequivocally affure the former 
that we have as much attachment as the warmeft of 
them to our common caufe, though we defend it in a 
different manner: and the latter, that we have as 
much liberality as thofe could have, who fhould either 
waver in their notions, or conceal them. Inthis mid- 
dle courfe, which we are happy to find attended by a 
very general and ftrong approbation, we fhall unalte- 
rably ‘perfevere. Extremes are ever the refidence of 
prejudice. The intermediate line is that of truth, 
without deflexions, without inequalities : 
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